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The Butler M,insion was built by Philip Turpin and his wife, Mary Eleanor 
Butler, on land settled by the Butler family in 1796. The house, now a 
part of General Butler State Park and open to the public, is of the Federal 
style and is furnished with period pieces of Kentucky workmanship. 
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THE BUTLER FAMILY 
General Butler State Park is named for William Orlando Butler, son of Gen-
eral Percival Butler, one of the five famous Butler brothers, who with their 
father served with distinction in the Revolutionary War. Percival Butler was 
with Washington at Valley Forge and the Battle of Monmouth, and served un-
der Lafayette at Yorktown. He is buried in the family cemetery at Butler 
Park with three of his sons: Thomas, Richard, and Percival. 
Major Thomas Butler, aide to General Jackson at the Battle of New Or-
leans, later became a well-known Kentucky statesman, as did his youngest 
brother Percival (Pierce.) 
Richard Butler was Assistant Adjutant General in the campaign of 1812, 
and in 1838 sponsored the organization of Carroll County, which he served as 
Clerk for many years. 
William Orlando Butler (1791 - 1880), also aide to General Jackson, mar-
ried Elizabeth Todd of Lexington and began a career of law and politics, re-
presenting Gallatin County in the Legislature. He was elected to Congress in 
1839 and nominated Democratic candidate for Governor in 1844. 
In 1846 he was appointed Major General of ~eneral Taylor's Volunteers. 
In Mexico he was made Commander- in-Chief of American forces and cited 
by Congress for distinguished service. Two years later he was nominated for 
Vice President on the Democratic ticket and was defeated by Taylor and Filmore. 
His last public service was as one of the six Commissioners from Kentucky 
to the Peace Conference in Washington in 1861. Best known as a soldier-
statesman, General Butler was also an eminent lawyer and poet. 
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One of the best log houses in this part of the country is Grass Hills, located 
off Interstate 71. It was built in 1823 by Lewis Sanders, who brought the 
first pure bred cattle from England to the Ohio Valley in 1817. 
Overlooking the Ohio River, east of Ghent, the Craig House, home of the Craig 






The oldest two-story brick house still standing on the Oh io between Pittsburg 
and Louisville was built by Richard Masterson in 1790. The bricks, burned on 
the site and laid in Flemish bond by slave labor, are in excellent condition to-
day. 
Quinn Acres, restored by Mrs. Ralph Quinn in the 1940's, was built by Henry 
Ogburn, between 1795 and 1800. The hill behind the house was the home of 
a group of friend ly Indians, who lived there in caves. 
(7) 
An outstanding example of the Georgian Colonial style, the home of General 
William 0. Butler was built in 1825. Many of the great men of the nineteenth 
century were entertained here. 
One of Port William's finest houses was built in 1810 by Nicholas Blair of the 
family that became well known in state and national politics.Now the Carroll-
ton Nursing Home, it was the home of the VanPelts and was later bought by 




The DeMint House, corner of Third and Main, is one example of riverfront 
homes still standing and in good condition. It was built in the 1840's and 
was successively occupied by three Carrollton doctors - Dr. Winslow, Dr. 
Leonard Taylor, and Dr. Levin Goslee. 
This house, for many years the home of the late Miss Lizzie Fram me. stands 
on Fourth Street between Seminary and Sycamore streets. In the early 1850's 





The First Baptist Church in 
Ghent was completed in 1844 
on land donated by John 
Scott. The cost of $1,250 for 
the building was made up by 
contributions of money, wool, 
hay, and several barrels of 
whiskey. 
This sta.tely old house has been owned by several different families. It was 
built about 1838 by a Mr. Brookings as a wedding gift to his daughter, who 
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The Hampton House owned by five generations of the family was built by Ma-
jor Moses Hoagland (War of 1812) in 1838. The Classic Revival front was add-
ed 50 years later. Mrs. Hoagland was a Paine of Lexington, grand daughter of 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence . 
The home of Mrs. W. N. Tandy, with its rounded, instead of squared, corners 
in the front downstairs rooms, is built atop a perfectly symmetrical mound ap-
proximately 100 feet in diameter and 30 feet high. The mound is designated 




Riverview, one of the early mansions of Carroll County, was built in 1805 by 
Benjamin Craig 11. For many years owned by the Gaines family, the farm was 
nationally known for its dairy cattle. 
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Rebel Landing , extensively remodeled in the 1930's, was originally built by 





Carroll County Jail was turned over to the Fiscal Court, March 1, 1880 by the 
building committee - J. A. Donaldson, Jno. F. Forbes, W. F. Howe, and John 
Hogan - with the comment - "We now present you the keys to the best 
prison in Northern Kentucky". 
Carroll County's fourth Courthouse was built in 1884 at a cost of $16,437. Dur-
ing the 1937 flood, Coast Guard boats passed through the lower hall before the 
water got too high for them to go through the doorways. 
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